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PART ONE Reading (15 pts)

Read the text carefully and do the activities

Saturn is the sixth planet from the Sun and is the second largest in the solar system with an equatorial diameter of
119,300 kilometres. Much of what is known about the planet is due to the VVoyager explorations in 1980-81. Saturn is
visibly flattened at the poles, a result of the very fast rotation of the planet on _its axis. Its day is 10 hours, 39 minutes
long, and it takes 29.5 Earth years to revolve about the Sun. The atmosphere is primarily composed of hydrogen with
small amounts of helium and methane. Saturn is the only planet less dense than water.

The wind blows at high speeds on Saturn. Near the equator, it reaches velocities of 500 meters a second. The wind
blows mostly in an easterly direction. The strongest winds are found near the equator.

Saturn's ring_system makes the planet one of the most beautiful objects in the solar system. The origin of the rings is
obscure. It is thought that the rings may have been formed from larger moons that were shattered by impacts of comets
and meteoroids. The ring composition is not known for certain, but the rings do show a significant amount of water.
They may be composed of icebergs and/or snowballs from a few centimetres to a few meters in size.

Saturn has 30 named satellites and more continue to be discovered.

A.Comprehension/ Interpretation(7pts)

1. The text is: a- narrative  b- argumentative c-descriptive (0, 5)
2. Write T or F next to the number of the statement (1, 5)
1-Saturn’s day is shorter than ours and its year is longer than ours.
2-Wind on Saturn is very slow.
3-The origin of the rings of Saturn is well-known.

3. Fill in the following table (1, 5)

Saturn turns around itself in | Saturn orbits the sun in | The speed of wind on Saturn is
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4. Answer the following questions according to the text (2)
a) What does Saturn’s atmosphere consist of?
b) Is Saturn a small planet? Justify your answer.
c) What is Saturn famous for?

5. Who/what do the underlined words refer to in the text? (1,5)

its axis (81)

B. Text Exploration(8pts)

1. Find in the text words whose definitions follow (1)

aujalaipl 65lo [T sl

it reaches (82) that were shattered (§3)

A celestial body that orbits a star

A celestial body that orbits a planet or smaller body

2. Complete the chart as shown in the example (1)

3. Ask the questions which the underlined words answer (2)
A-Earth orbits the sun in approximately 365 days.
B-There are 429 known extra-solar planets.

4. Match pairs that rhyme (2)

Noun Adjective Opposite

Ex :Height High Low
Wide

Depth

Too, rough, sleep, tax, new, hour, team, comb, phone, go

Packs, power, cheap, seem, own, stuff, through, view, home, sew

5. Match statements from column A with statements from column B (2)

A B

Earth is a planet

celestial body in the solar system

The sun is the biggest

to which the solar system belongs.

The Milk Way is the galaxy it reflects that of the sun

The moon gives no light of its own, while the moon is a satellite.

bjallad: -1i=))!



PART TWO: Written Expression _Choose ONE of the following topics: (5pts)

Topic one: Write a presentation of the planet earth using the facts in the table below

Orbital period 365.256366 days

Average orbital speed 29.783 km/s 107,218 km/h

Satellites 1 (the Moon)

Radius 6,371.0 km

Circumference 40,041.47 km

Surface area 510,072,000 km?(148,940,000 km? land (29.2 %)361,132,000 km? water (70.8 %) )
Surface temperature -89°C 14°C 57.7°C

Volume 1.0832073 x 1012 km3

Composition 78.08% nitrogen 20.95% oxygen 0.93% argon0.038% carbon dioxide1% water vapour
Mass 5.9736 x 1024 kg

Topic two: Compare between Earth and Saturn in not more than 10 lines
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